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More than 3,000 County Officials Gather
for NACO's Annual Conference...

More than 3,000 elected and appointed county officials representing nearly
every state and the District of Columbia adopted resolutions on national is-
sues facing counties - such as emergency preparedness, infrastructure fund-

0 ing and access to healthcare - participated in educational seminars and
workshops, and elected a new executive team to lead NACo, at the associa-
tion's 2008 Annual Conference & Exposition in Jackson County (Kansas
City), Mo.

Delegates elected Maricopa County, Ariz. Supervisor Don Stapley as
NACo's 2008-2009 president. Also elected and joining him on the Executive
Committee are Sonoma County, Calif. Supervisor Valerie Brown, president-
elect; Gloucester County, Va. Supervisor Teresa Altemus, first vice president;
Tarrant County, Texas Judge Glen Whitley, second vice president; and Oak-
land County, Mich. Commissioner Eric Coleman as immediate past president.

As president, Stapley will lead initiatives on green government and immigra-
tion, and has appointed a new task force, chaired by San Diego County, Calif.
Supervisor Greg Cox, to review NACo's bylaws, governance and structure.
In his inaugural remarks, Stapley said he would build upon the successes of
the Green Government Initiative, begun in 2007, with a special focus on
"greening" the fleets of America's counties. "We can lea,dthis nation in mov-
ing away from gas guzzlers," he said. (Contillued on Page 3)
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President's Perspective
By Sam Hicks, CCAWV President

Hello Fellow Commissioners,

Summer is in full swing-hot & muggy. Hope everyone is
enjoying the season with a super vacation or a special sta-
cation. We the price of gasoline, a sta-cation in wild &
wonderful West Virginia seems very appropriate.

Getting down to business, SCR 74 & SB 585 (Property Tax Assessment
Review), Is something that should be on everyone's mind. We hope
that any changes made in the current appraisal process would be of
benefit to the Commission and not a step backwards. Those of you who
attended the July 21st meeting are certainly highly capable of represent-
ing the CCAWV. The results of this study will be of great interest to all I

Commissioners. I
I

It was great seeing everyone at the CCA Annual Training in Chester. I
hope everyonehad a great time and learned somethingto take back to I

their county. I would like to wish Rick Wellman well as he takes the I
lead of CCA as President. I know he will do his best to lead the Com-

missioners' in the right direction. I would like to thank everyone for;
their support during my time as President and have enjoyed the privi-
lege.

Continue to enjoy the summer. Stay Safe and God Bless!!

Director's Discussion...
VivianParsons, Executive Director

At Press time wejust got back ITomour Annualmeetingand things are I

a little crazy. I will update you next month on the in-
terims and anything else of interest. I hope everyone
enjoyed themselves at our Annual Meeting in Chester.
We had a great attendance this year!

We would like to thank Danny Greathouse for all the
effort he put into the planning of this meeting he did a
great job as usual. We would also like to thank

SharonUlbrightand Cindy Jones for helpingwith the registrationand I

decorating for the party they really helped Jennifer and I tremendously. I

It's time to get ready for the Spring Board Meeting in Weston, WV. I
Look for information to arrive soon! Hope to see you there! I
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CCAWV Calendar of Events
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August 24-26, 2008
Intcrims

Charleston, WV

September 7-9, 2008
Intcrims

Bridgeport, WV

September 28-30, 2008
Fall Board & Leg. Meeting
Holiday Inn, Weston, WV

October 12-14, 2008
Interims

Charleston, WV

November 16-18,2008
Interims

Charleston.,WV

December 7-9, 2008
Interims

Charleston.,WV

January 11-13,2009
Interims

Charleston.,WV

February 22-24,2009
CCA Legislative Association Meeting &

Educational Training Series
Charleston, Marriott

Important information about new area
code implementation

Because of the exhaustion of available numbers
in the 304 area code, the Public Service Com-
mission of West Virginia recently approved the
implementation of a Iiewarea code, 681. If you
currently have a telephone number with the 304
area code, your telephone number will not
change. New numbers assigned in West Virginia
after March 28, 2009, will be given the 681 area
code. Permissive dialing begins July 26, 2008.
This is a time for West Virginia telephone users
to become accustomed to using 10-digit dialing
(304-xxx-xxxx) for local calls, although not yet
required. Beginning March 28, 2009, 10-digit
dialing must be used for all local calls. It is im-
portant to remember that a local call will still be
a local call regardless of the area code. The way
you dial for long distance calls will not change.
If you have questions, please contact the PSC at
1-800-642-8544 or go to www.psc.state.wyus

NACO Conference
(Co'ntinued ITom page 1)

His goal is to promote higher fuel efficiency and
alternatively powered vehicles as products with a
purpose that can help counties save money, in-
crease u.s. energy independence and improve the
environment.

Stapley's second focus, on immigration, calls for
a "civil dialogue" on the topic. "\Ve're damaging
our economy by ignoring this unresolved issue."

During the conference's three general sessions,
attendees heard ITompolitical leaders, noted au-
thors and experts, including HUD Secretary Steve
Preston, Pennsylvania Gov. Ed Rendell, former
U.S Comptroller General David Walker and Doris
Kearns Goodwin, best-selling author.

Conference attendees also had a full schedule of
educational sessions to attend, ranging from dis-
cussions on the ethanol debate to preventing the
sexual exploitation of children to budget tips in
tight times.

The All-Conference Event, a traditional social
night out sponsored by the host county, took ad-
vantage of Kansas City's Union Station - a fully
restored 1914 landmark which now houses a per-
manent rail exhibit with vintage rail cars, an inter-
active science center, live theater, restaurants and
shops. Kansas City barbeque topped the menu; a
strolling Harry Truman impersonator entertained
guests (Harry Truman, the nation's 33rd presi-
dent, once served as a Jackson County, Mo. com-
missioner.); and the evening ended with a spec-
tacular fireworks display.

Next year's Annual Conference will be held July
24-29 in Davidson County (Nashville), Tenn.
Registration for the 2009 Annual Conference &
Exposition will open in late January 2009.
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CommissionersTom Blankenship,Birl O'Dell,Jinks Hinkle

Patty Neff,AdministrativeAssistant
Crowning Achievement: Continuance of water expansion projects to our citizens,

Bigge~t debacle or most embarrassing moment: Noone in particular stands out.

Best advice for other County Commissions: Listen to your citizens

Funniest thing to ever happen at a commission meeting: Regarding an estate matter-an individual wished they could
dig up the descendent and kill that person.

Commission Staff: Patty Neff

Tom Blankenship

Place where I grew up: Lockwood, WV

R~al Life Occupation: Full time
County Commissioner

Years Experience as a Count)'
Commissioner: 11 years

You would be sUfJ)rised to know that
I: Was a coalminer & President of Lo-
'caI20596fUMWA.

M)' personal philoSOI)h)':I never met a
meal that I didn't like.

What I like most about being a
County Commissioner: Being able to
help our citizens,

What I like least about being a County
Commissioner: Not having enough
funding to assist communities.

Who I would invite (living or dead) to
the next Count)' Commission meeting
and what 1would discuss: My young~
est sister Carol. Childhood Memories.

Birl O'Dell

Place where I grew up: Leivasy, Nicholas
County

Real Life Occupation: Merchant

Years EXI)erience as a Count)'
Commissioner: 13years.

You would be surprised to know that I:
Drove a school bus for 32 years.

My personal philosophy: Live life each
day as if it were your last.

What I like most about being a County
Commissioner: Infrastructure Develop-
ment-water, sewer, etc.

What I like least about being a County
Commissioner: Lack of funding to help
our citizens.

Who I would invite (living or dead) to the
next County Commission meeting and
what I would discuss: Those \vho drafted
the Constitution to see if their intentions are
being fulfilled today.

Jinks Hinkle

Place where I grew up: Richwood,
Nicholas County

Real Life Occupation: Self-employed
& elected official for 30 years,

Years Experience as a County Com-
missioner: 9 1/2years

You would be surprised to know that
I: Operate Heavy Equipment

My personal phiioSOI)hy: Be a good
listener.

What I like most about being a County
Commissioner: Working with the citi-
zens.

What I like least about being a Count)'
Commissioner: Unfunded Mandates

Who I would in,'ite (living or dead) to
the next Count)' Commission meeting
and what I would discuss: The evil
Adolf Hitler-How did you make gas from
coal to fly your planes and operate your
military in 1944?


